
COMMUNICATION.
T1IE PHIL080PHY OF ASTRONOMY.

"For I tan never think of handing ovtr to the stars the
.Jicc of Deity to product 'feet* and to preserve order."

Kbfi.sk.
It is remarkable that there neTer has been but one

attempted explanation of the cause of the orderly motion
«f the heavenly bodiee, though thia one idea in the suc-

OKndon of ages has been variously modified.
The most ancient astronomers, troll persuaded in their

susdtf that there could exist no mechanism which moved
the spheres, as one «heel by its gearing into auothcr com-

»uaicates its motion; that there were no trucks walled
I ¦ and made permanent to serve as rolling planes for the
stars; and that the movements of the planets, though free
M space, were regulated with perfect wisdom, considered
tkt sphere? as living Icing.t, possessing the power of Ioco-
IBotiou, au 3 being endowed with intelligence far surpass-
Bg biunaa intelligence to direct their flight in their
ceaseless rounds.

Aristotle believed that the planets were animated.
He taught that every star had an immortal intelligence
bj wh.oh it governed its own movement. This idea can

be traced farther bick than the time ef Aristotle; and
ftfteec hundred years afttr that date the subtile Doctor
floota wrote : " Si astra non sunt animata, id est ertdilum esse

potv..' quam denionstratum".in English, it may be believed
bnt it cannot be proved that the stars are not living
beings.

Kepler';- opinion on the subject has been much ridi-
«ul«d, is if he str.od alone a believer in this idea. He
bwt bol'l') taught the long-prevailing hypothesis that the
Worlds wore living beings; but he considered them as

xving beings devoid of intelligence and subject to certain
HMchanio: ! laws.
A distinguished naturalist of the present day (Oken)

says " the world itself is alive, and continues only be-
caof its life." So Professor Xichol: " It is said by
.one that matter is der.d ; what, then, is life ?" Again :
" Louk, then," continues Professor Nichol, " at that re-

asote Urur.us bending with life-like obcdience towards the
Sun, anu read there the truth that in the sun's essence

there is un energy -to draw the planets towards home as

&a ever aclice and not a ichit lets intelligible than any other
concrivaLU titrate of will.".(Contemplations of the Solar
Sjptem, p. ij'2.)

It is true thut few modern astronomers present the idea
so plainly and distinctly as Prof. Nichol does in this pre¬
ceding extract from his verbose treatise. It is not gene¬
rally said that the sun, for instance, as a whole, as one

sphere, is an intelligent animal. The moderns give to
.ccA atom of the sphere a living, active, and discerning
power. Tbey give animation and knowledge to every

particle iA star dust, so that the smallest division of a

world knows of the jresence of its kindred atom, and
each atom, in mysterious instinct, with wonderful power,
draws near to other atoms. Intelligence and power which
ucicntly were the attributes of spheres have been taken
from them as integral beings to vivify and empower each
particle of the dust of which they are composed. Nay,
farther: The life of each separate atom makes up a

general life for the 6phere. Associated atoms composing
a world have given to them a sort of common life; the
stggregiite wielding the power and intelligence of,each
separate particle, operating by means of a centre as the
beart of the animated being, which as a whole knows and
attract* ' as if all the matter was condensed in a cen¬

tral point. '.(Ilersch'l.)
The sun, ninety-five millions of miles aw«y, without

any medium of communication, knows of the existence
and directs the motion of this earth. Further still, the
life, power, activity, and influence of the central lumi-

nry extends, according to' Laplace, some tens of billions
of miles.

3o alive, so intelligent, and so powerful is matter that

by its own attributes it forms itself into spheres.
" Laplace wad some other advocates of the life of mat¬

ter do not admit any necessity for a God j but by others
it is supposed that the acknowledgment of a power to

crgmuU mutter is necessary, but matter, having been
crcated and endowed with its life, (laws,) mattt r itself
will cte:>te a -universe by its own action, so that God may
give bimsclf up to undisturbed repose.''.(Hitchcock's
fi*olo<jy.)

Newton stands almost alone on a higher philosophy of
tike movements of the heavenly bodies. He moat dis¬
tinctly and implicitly disclaims the atheistical philosophy:
" It is' incredible," says he in a letter to Dr Beutley,

"that inanimate brute matter should operate upon and
affeet\other matter, which it must do if gravitation in the
sense «f Epicurus be essential and inherent in it; and

is tfie reason why I desire you would not ascribe it
to BO."

What »as this sense ia which the Epicurinns regarded
Butter tliM Newton itiaclnimed in such emphatic words?
The Epieu*i.in philosophy was material and atheistical.
According t» their philosophy the occult properties, (vir-
tae*,) or, in i:ther words, the life of matter, gave the
form acl faal ten of this universe.

"Thi.s stct," "ays Dr. Keil, "explain motion by the
elementary virtuvs and occult properties of matter, such
as sympathies, antipathies, attractions, repulsions, and
the like."

"These atheist*,writes Dr. Cudwcrth, "assigned no

aause for motion, cot' to avoid a God they ventured to
attribute perfect understanding, will, appetite, and self-
moving power to senseless matter.

The Epicurian atheism which Newton disclaimed ha.
been fastened to the Newtonian Philosophy" by the
successors of the great astronomer. La Lande says :

"For myself I thinlt with M. de Maupirtuis, (the first
continental convert to the tt eory of gravitation,) and with
the grtaltr part of Enytikh philosopher), that, attrac¬
tion depends on an essential property (propritii intrmsique)
«f matter." \

Newton asked himself soms serious questions: IIow
can a property of the matter <a the earth have its field
of activity in the moon ? How A%n a body exert a power
vhare it is not? \

Most inconclusive is the answer of Mr. Stewart to this
scepticism of Newton : - \
"We can," Says Stewart. " a? readily conceive of mat¬

ter acting on matter at a distance as *>f matter acting on

other matter in contact with it."
This is most true. Cut the argument does not touch

the point at issue. Newton did not believe that matter
afar off or close at hand could iuflueio" other matter.

He taught that every particle moved be*v ause of " the
spiritual," because of present power emanating from
(tad. Newton saw-the tendency of the theorj\ that matter
wielded a power, and he told his friend Pe.n\perton that
when this speculation became the settled the.n\J of phi1©
sopby all opening for the advance of the human m\/W would
b* closed..(Pembertcn'4 Account of the Newtonian Philo-
mphy.)

Plato taught the true philosophy of motion. Bl\>5 con¬

sidered the translation of a body in space (that is. mo¬

tion) as passive. He recognised the spiritual an yever

active power, above, beyond, and over the matter which
ia moved. He believed that the universe shown the powSer
of God continually impressing on the worlds their motioik
On the Platonic idea the true philosophy of the solar

System will rest. There is no life, power, will, or intelli¬

gence in brute matter. One sphere is not in its place be¬
cause dragged thither by another sphere. A stone does
not approach the centre of the earth because the live

body of the earth has power over it. The cause of mo¬
tion is sot a property of matter. Power does not reside
ia the materials of the universe.

What, then, is this power? It lies.
" Beneath the veil ef obdurate woof.
Whose dim folds perpetually do stir,
Bat never rise."

Tell me, when yoa will to raise your hand, by what

power the limb is lifted up ? We know only the power is,
that it comes frm the human will, and not from the hand
Vhieh is raised up.
We know a planet moves through space. We know

also that it is m.jved by power not residing in the world.
that it is moved by a power which is not the attribute of
ceaseless matter. It is from the volition of Ood.
Names in themselves are nothing. The power which

determines the position of worlds may be called gravda-
4mm, and the nature of the power remain unchanged. But,
the word "gravitation" has very dose associations with

the philosophy of Epicuraa ; it is suggestive, too often,
only of the life and power of matter.
We are gratified here in recording the opinion of an

eminent mathematician of Massachusetts:
14 Neither mytelf nor any viUUigtM astronomer of mg at-

yuaintduce believe« that the tun attracti (/>< earth. We use
the word ' attraction' as a convenient statement of the
direction of the force. Force is spiritual. Consciousness
thus decides this question at once."
Why do not astronomers, then, Bee that this the true

Newtonian philosophy is distinctly stated in the text-
books of the scicnce ?
Astronomy should ascend one step nearer to the Su-

preme Being, by teaching that power is not au essential
attribute of matter; that there is a cause for the motion
of worlds tint re&idiug in the dust of which they are com-
posed; that tho sphere which rolls through space has no

controlling iullueuce on the motion of other worlds. Cause
aud effect should be separated, should be thrown as wide
apart in philosophy as they are in practical life. The hu¬
man body and the life of the body, matter aud that which
moves matter, the planets and the power which gives po-sition to the planets, are no more oue aud the same thing
thau is God, the creator, and man, the created, one anil
the same!
M Bailly said : " La folit dt rhomme a tovjourt Hi tie

vouloir plntlrtr let preniiertt rauont de la nature, yui irront
tovjourt inconnuea. It is the wisdom of man, however,
to bold with a firm and constant grasp those things which
he clearly knows. He should not permit astrouomieal
scieuce to confound the distinction, which common sense
acknowledges, between a world which is moved aud the
power by which the world is translated through the realms
of space.
We have been led to this course of remark by the con¬

sideration of the nebular speculation of Laplace, which,
it bas been recently assorted, is favored by American
astronomers.
A mere description of this theory nhows it to be a

branch of the Epicurean atheism. We will take the de¬
scription from a believer in the hypothesis:

" The assemblage of stars that form our present solar
system was at first oue ol those mysterious nebula which
we see floating in space. But the development begins.
A priuciple of concentration counterbalances the unlimit¬
ed expansion, and brings the particles nearer together, aud
grasps them in a spheroidal mass. * * * The gase¬
ous spheroid then resolves itself into local agglomera¬
tions, which separate from each other into distinct spheres,
either by the successive separations of separate layers of
the sun's atmosphere or in virtue of some ether property
of matter." * * *

Does not this resemble the philosophy of Epicurus ?
Does it not clothe matter with power, with attractions and
repulsion, which, iu the place of a God, form, fashion, and
maintain the universe? We do not impute atheism to the
supporters of the nebular hypothesis. Far from it. There
are men who incline to the hypothesis (and we speak from
personal knowledge) who reverence and adore the Su¬
preme Being. We have alluded to the origin and tenden¬
cy of the speculation because its origin is from rank athe¬
ism ; because its tendency is to produce the philosophy
given to the world in that notprious book, " The Vestiges
of Creation because it conceals, under the philosophic
terms of the Epicureans, (" sympathies, autipathies, at¬
tractions, repulsions," and the like,) the actual being and
constant presence of Him of whom alone the stars should
declare the glory. S. E. C.

RUSSIAN ACCOUNT OF OPERATIONS in the CRIMEA.

FROM Till JOURNAL 1)B ST. PKTKRSBOt'ROH.
The Anglo-French conducted thoir united forces before

Sebaatopol from the north of that town to the south,
thus entirely chnnging tho basis of operations. Thjeyobtained this object by a flank march round the town.
The organs of the foreign press cannot find expressions
to praise sufficiently the tkilfulness of the mancauvre.
Without wishing to detract from the merit of it, at least,
it is just to mention also, and to explain, the operations
of Prince Menschikoff in reference to the enemy.

After the battle upon the Altna the Prince, not finding
a position stroDg enough upon the Kutcha and tho Bolbek
to give a fresh battle to the enemy, passed the Tchernaya
and concentrated his forces in a position to the east of the
town, after having garrisoned tho forts of the north with
a sufficient number of troops.
The enemy advanced, passed the Katcha and the Bel-

bek, and reached the heights which surround the north¬
ern forts.

The position of Frince Menschikoff was disadvantage¬
ous, inasmuch as it enabled the enemy to occupy the
direct communications with tho interior of the empire. It
was therefore necessary to abandon that position, and
the Prince achieved the object by a luminous idea, car¬
ried into effect in the most daring manner. He marched
during the night of the 21th to the 2oth of September
towards BaUshiserai, after having crosscd the Tchernayaby u r-ingle bridge. He executed this march in flank in
the middle of the night, and on the morning of the '25th
found himself in the valley of Bakshiserai, placed in "the
flank and rear of the enemy, having his communication
free with the interior of the empire and with t'ue rein¬
forcements which he expected. The new position of the
Prince would have been annoying to the enemy if the
latter had been desirous of attempting an attack against
the forts of the north. On the contrary, he adopted the
resolution of changing the point of attack from the north
to the south of Srbastopol by turning the town to the
east. Let it bo permitted to us here to throw a light upon
some circumstances which will enable an impartial judg¬
ment to be formed respecting the operations of the two
parties.

Prinze Menschikoff had to march across mountains and
by one road, which, from the point where Mackenzie's
Farm wss situated, was only at a distance of four wtrstB
from the advanced poBts of the enemy. Indeed, the bi-
vouack fires were seen thence. The Prince could not at¬
tempt to cover his march by the mean* which are usually
adopted in such cases ; for it was necessary, above all
thiugs, not to attract the attention of the enemy. In this
position it was necessary to avoid a battle, which would
have hindered the movements of his column. The Prince
marched with his train and park of artillery. All these
difficulties were surmounted, and our troops had on the
morning of the 2.">th reached a point where the enemy did
not suppose them to be.
Our adversaries also executed, and almost at the same

time, a flank march, but under much more advantageous
circumstances. From Belbek aud the plateau which they
occupied on the 24th they had only to gain Mackenzie's
Farm in order to attain the route leading by a descent to
ttoc Tchernaya. The enemy executed this movement with¬
out beiD£ perceived by us, for the point where Macken¬
zie's Farm is situated is at a distance of sixteen wersts
from the spot where our forces were stationed; and beeides
it is also covered by woody mountains.

If Prince Menschikoff had been desirous of attackingthe eucroy during tho march, he could only have done eo
by one route, which, for a distance of ten wersts, is upon
an ascent from the Belbek to .Mackenzie's Farm. It would
only have been necessary for the enemy to place a few
batteries in a good position upon the heights to enable
him to check our attack for so long a time that the move-
mentof the column could-not be completed without dan¬
ger. The enemy had the great advantage of marchingwithout guns and artillery, which in the mean time had
been quietly transported by sea to Balaklava. Whoever
L>3 marched with a troop, an army or a battalion, will
appreciate the difference between advancing with and
without a train of artillery.

It was requisite that Prince Menschikoff should avoid a
combat during his movement, because the enemy was

placed in an advantageous position for it. Our adversa¬
ries, on the contrary, marched in such a manner that they
would not have been inconvenienced by an attack upon
their flank, an attack which the Prince, from the nature
of the territory, could not bring about without engaging
in it under unfavorable circumstances.

LAKE SUPERIOR NEWS.

FROM THE LAKE SUPERIOR JOURNAL OF NOVEMBER i.
A Mink Attacked by Indian:*..The miners in the em¬

ploy of the Quebec Mining Company on Michipicoten
Island, on tbe north sboro of Lake Superior, arrived here
in small boats on the 81st ultimo, having been attacked

i by the Indians in that neighborhood and driven off from
Jhe island on the 2Cth ultimo. The Indians went so far as
t\> fire at tbe miners, and made a very hostile demonstra¬
tion. This is the second time this company has been mo-
letted by the Indians, and may prove as serious af the
M:c\» B»y (.flair in the fall of 1850, when a large number
of n.\cn were attacked and much property destroyed.
Copper Shitmekt*..October 28, by propeller fllobe,

from th<e Minnesota Mines, 78 masse;*, weighing 11 tons
1,989 !k\«-; and 62 bbls., weighing 20 tons 472 lbs. Ne-
branka lijine, iM masses, weighing 5 tons 064 lbs., and 18
barrels, weighing 3 tons 1,800 lhs. North American Mine,
37 massed weighing 45 tons 1,682 lbs. Cliff Mine, 67
masses, weighing -!j tons 085 lbs.

ATEAC'Akk Wanted to take charge of tbe
Male lact&ate at Mindon, Claiborne Paritb, L uifiana.

Session to commence on tbe fir»t Monday of January next.
No one need sppft* he be a regular graduate uf some
respectable collegia of good moral character, and sufficiently
qualified to prepare a etudent fur admission into any college
in the United States', ltc location being healthy and society
agreeable.
Address Willi am Secretary of the Board of Trus¬

tees of Minden Male Im'titute, Minden, La.
By order of the B»< -ard of Trust*** :

WILLIAM HARDY,
oct 7.wptDeo Secretary Board of I ruttees.

A WINTER IN THE SOUTH-No. IX.

St. Stkphsms, Alabama, Feb&ua&t, 1854.
Intending to revisit Mobile, I only remained there long

enough to secure a passage up the Tombigbee and Black
Warrior rivers, and in this letter I propose to embody my
experiences in regard to them. What has been said
generally, in the preceding letter, of the scenery, towns,
and steamboats of the Alabama river is quite applicable
to the rival streams flowing through the westward section
of the State. My first steamboat heat up the Tombigbee
took me to the qniet and pleasant town of Columbus, in
Mississippi, between which place and Mobile it was impos-
tfible for me to ascertain the distance, since no two of the
natives told the same story, but I remember that the
anding places numbered two huudred and seventy-three.
Our beat was one of the best on the river, but, as there
was a strife between her and her csptain as to which
would carry the highest head of steam, the sail was awy
thing bat toothing to the nerreB ; and moreover we were

nightly beset with heavy fogs, so that the local vulgarism
of " going it blind " was lully appreciated.
With the efforts of our steamboat hand* to make the

nightly darkxess visible I was amnsed, for they accom¬

plished their object by banging out huge pinewood torches
from either side of the boat, and whenever she got en¬

tangled among the trees, whish was frequently the case,
there was a display of fireworks among the massy trees
more novel than interesting.
Our supply of gamblers was unusually largs, and the

manner in which I saw a gama of cards broken up was

quite exciting. The hero of the incident waa a rich
planter, who bad- been swindled out of several hundred
dollars by means of marked card)?, and who, hathug had
his suspicions roused, called for a fresh pack, and when
tho g ime coromcnced very coolly laid a loaded pistol on
the table aud remarked that be would shoot the very first
man whoai he even suspected of foul play. As a matter'
of course he lost no more money on that trip. On my way
up the Tombigbee I was first made acquainted with the
true version of the witty incident which has done store
than any thing else to give this river its reputation.
When William H. Crawford was Secretary of the Trea¬
sury he wrote to tho collector at Mobile, Silas Binsmore,
to ascertain the length of this river, which request ha
worded to this effect :. " How far does the Tombigbee run

tip?" To which the laconic Collector replied: " Tha
Tombigbee does not run up at all; it runs down;" and
was by the return mail dismissed from olhce. Mr. Bias-
more is universally mentioned as a man of ability. A
favorite theory with him was that America was peopled
by the Northmen, and, as a compliment for several articles
that he wrote upon the subject, the King of Denmark
presented him with a diploma. The original name of this
rivtfr was Ich-tom-big-a-bee, which in the Choctaw tongue
means* Trunk liiver. It was bo called; because in very
early times a man lived upon it who ma-Je boxes. Those
who now live on its banks tell mo that is is subject to high
freshes aud of course muddy, but that in summer it is
picturesque and very clear. A single day was enough to
exhau6t the wonders of Columbus, as w»ll as those of its
more aristocratic neighbor and rival, the town of Aber¬
deen, beyond which steamboats seldom ascend, and a
drive of two days, over a horrible roal and an uninte¬
resting country, brought me to Tuscaloosa, on the Black
Warrior river.
And what shall I say of this famous Tuscaloosa, which

derives its name from a noted ludian chief who had the
honor of giving Be Soto a thrashing in the times of old
It is a beautifully situated and tastefully laid out town,
with broad streets and many pleasant residences, but at
the present time sadly dilapidated. It was formerly the
capital of the State, but every thing like government pa-
tronage having been transferred to Montgomery, its
people seem to have become disheartened and lost all
their former enterprise. Nothitg moro forcibly .'Cioindjd
me of this fact than the appearance of the hotel where I
lodged, which in its dimensions is quite imposing, for it
measures in length three hundred and forty feet, and is
three or four stories high. Many a time in other days
has it been the home and congrcgatin^-place of thrso j
hundred and fifty persons, while its present list of board-
crs does not number more thun ten person;*. A walb
through its deserted chambers reminded me of Moore's
song about the halls of Tara. 1 felt a respect for the
house for its apparent antiquity, uud when informed that
the landlord had been stationed here for nearly twenty
years I looked upon him as a curiosity, for such things
ure not generally permitted by the " fast" age in whhh
we live.
Many objects that I stumbled upon remindeJ na of the

gay life which was once led here by theari.siooracy of the
land, aud &s I reflected upon the cause of this great
change which had taken place, aud upon the intrinsic
merits of the town, I felt provoked with its present ruce
ot inhabitant?. They are a stagnant people, in a stag-
nant place, but the fault is their own. Not only is the
town the ccntre of a fertile corn and cotton-growing re¬
gion, but it is at the head of navigation on the Black
Warrior river, and is flanked by a coal and iron region
ninety miles long and from ten to thirty wide, with coal
seams not less than ten feet in thickness. Its climate is
all that could be desirtd for health and comfort, and it is
interesting to naturalists as constituting the extreme
southern limit to whioh the ancient carboniferous vegeta-
tion has been traced in the northern hemisphere, Iu ad¬
dition to all this, its citizeis are highly intelligent, audit
is the seat of a flourishing institution of learning, the
University of Alabama, whose officers consist of a pre¬
sident, eight professors, a secretary, and librarian. A
more intelligent or refined body of literary aud scientific
gentlemen I have never seen anywhere.
One of them, Prof. Michael Tourney, an amiable and

talented man, is the geologist of the State, and has pub-lished a number of able reports; and another, the
Professor of ancient languages, 8amuel M. Stafford, in
a career of official duty extending through eighteen
years, has only lost two days, aud on these he was an
invalid. The college buildings occupy a very pleasant
spot iu the vicinity of a romantio fall of water; and, while
its general library of 8 000 volumes is particularly rich
in rare and valuable works, its cabinets are also of su-

perior excellence.
the present number of students is one hundred and

eight, and I was informed that the expenses of obtaining
au education there, with economy and without room fur¬
niture, clothing, and travelling, need not amount to more
than $200 per annum. There is also going up in Tusca¬
loosa an extensive building, intended for a State asylumfor the insane. It is to be built of brick, is eight hun¬
dred feet long, aud while the architect, Samuel Cloan, is
from Philadelphia, all the masons and caroenters are
slaves. A cottou factory and a paper mill havo also been
established here, and iu the hands of k'ankees are both
doing well. What folly, therefore, is it in the people of
Tuscaloosa to be forever sighing over the departure of
their former giory, which was, after all, not much more
than a fanciful idea ? Tuscaloosa ought to be a gem of a
place, and if its men of property would only boast less of
their cotton bales and smart negroes, and Jo & little more
with their own perpetually gloved hands,' they would in¬
crease their own happiness and respectability as mem¬
bers ol the body politic. Though a very slo;* one at the
present time, it was in former days a very fast one; and,
as an evidence of this fact, it may be stated that everylawyer glories in the title of judge, every sporting cha¬
racter in that of colonel, white the titles of general snd
captain and major are as plentiful as politicians. %From my agreeable landlord and other persons-in Tus¬
caloosa I obtained a number of items whioh I thiuk worth
recording as illuetrative of some of the peculiar phases of
fortune and Southern life. The «? Flush Times of Ala-
b:vma," which have been bo admirably described in the
popular book bearing that title, occurred in the memor¬
able year of 1837. One individual, whose credit was at
that time so low that he could not obtain his grog uponcredit, was nevertheless so gTeat a favorite of fortune
that he went to New York and purchased goods upon cre¬
dit to the extent of $50,000; and what surprised me ft
little was the recollcction that my own hands had marked
his numerons packages when I was a Pearl street clerk.
By way of^depicting the peouliar business traits of the
modern Tutcalooeians, it has been stated to me that
while on extensive bed of coal is known to exist w.thin a
mile of the town, it is customary to order even from Phi¬
ladelphia the needed supply; and that while t*?e countryaffords a beautiful quality of marble,, the tombstones of
the place are all imported from Italy. To give their sons
a liberal education is a paramount idea with tha plantersof this region, and where they can afford it no expenses
arc spared; but when you come to talk about acquiring
a profession and practising it, that is altogether a differ¬
ent affair. With many persons the impression ceeros to
be that the only elegant way in which to pass throughlife is to have a plantation and do nothing at all. To
snch an extent is the idea of doing nothing sometimes
carried that this story is told of one individual: Hs had
obtained a new book, and while be threw himself in his
wife's chair to eiyoy its contents she went ont to make
some calls. On her return she found her husband in bed,and, on anxiously questioning him about his health, he
very coolly replied that " the fire went out and he had
resorted to the bed to get warm," although at the same
time there was a pile of wood in ^n adjoining room and a
dozen servants on the premises, hut the trouble of ring¬ing the bell was not to be nadertaken. But I would not
be oeneorioos in my remarks; and, by way of illustratingthe healthfulncss of the public mind, (though I cannot

say much of what the hanit are doing,) I would state the
fact that the National Intelligencer and New Vorlc Ob¬
server are the journals which you moat frequently find
patronised by the reading men of this section of country.And thin allusion to good papers reminds me of a oireum.
stance connected with a good book, viz. Horse-Shoe Ro¬
binson, by Mr. Kennedy. Within an hour's.ride of Tus¬
caloosa and in a lonely forest is the grave of the hero of
that novel. He came from South Carolina into Alabama
at an early day and died here about ten years ago. Madypeople now living remember t® have heard hint reuouut
tbe manifold adventures he had experienced in the cam¬
paigns, and his name is ever mentioned with respect and
affection.' His real name was Galbraith, but from the
fact that he had been a blacksmith he obtained the sou¬
briquet of Horse-Shoe Robinson; and I am iuforaaed that
to the description of his person by Mr. Kennedy ought to
be added the peculiarity of remarkably high cheek Tones
and deeply sunken eyes, both strikingly indicative of his
true character. He has a grandson living in Tuscaloosa
at the present lime.
The character of the Black Warrior or Tuscaloosa river

is precisely similar to that of the Tombigbee; and, as I
came dowu it in a steamer that was overloaded with cot¬
ton and cattle, I wiJl paes on to what I have to say of
Demopolis. This town lies on the eastern bank of the
Tombigbee, and differs from its neigb!»ors in being flank¬
ed by a rich prairie coeutrj. It was settled by a colonysf i'ronch families at tbYconclusion of Che Napoleon wars,nnd among them were several of his officers. Ooe of
them, named Raoul, wlie- waa a genuine colonel in the
French army, came to tbie country witb a letter of intro¬
duction from Lafayette to Ma«iis>ou. D»»?ing bis sojourn
at IfemopoliB he obtained his living by keeping u w«w
firry, but subsequently returned to Fraute, was reinstat¬
ed In the srmv, and died a general. A few of the olii
French residents are still feflt in DemopeHe, and are a
most interesting portion of the community,, where all are
intelligent, hospitable, and pclite.
Ooe thing that I heard of, but unfortuaately (Kd Dot

soo in tho vicinity of Deiaopoils, was a maausoript Bible
of great antiqiity. It is the property^of Dr. John R.
Wethorspoon, who believes it, on the testimony of tradi¬
tion and the title page, to hava- been written aboui the
year 8ou. It has been described to me as being eightinches locg, 8ix inches broad, and five inches thick, and
is written on parchment, richly illuminated, and boind
in oak. The fortunate proprietor is a resideut,.I believe,of the village of Greensboro', in this State.
My voyage from Demopolis to this place was attenaed

by no remarkable incidents, but by many that were cha¬
racteristic of the river. Wo stopped at scores sf planta¬tions, now taking on board a hundsed and then only five
bales of cotton, at one place a few horses and mules, and
at anotb .r a lot of cattle, which the frolicsome negroesforced on boar.i the boat by biting and twisting their tails.
At nearly all the landing-places we noticed the negroes
at work in tho fields, and the women had a trick of drop¬ping their hoes and running to tho steamboat to-receive
from the boatmen presents of tobacoe. which were alwaysdistributed with great liberality. The only dwellingsthat we saw were rude log-cabins, and it was difficult of¬
tentimes to distinguish the planter's- residence from the
doniicils of his sl-aves; and, while a cotton-gin was inva¬
riably attach ell to each plantation, Shere were occasion¬
ally to be seen forlorn and deserted cabins, whicb-remiud-
cd me of a man walking on stilts, so high were the blocks
or trunks of trees on which thpy stood. The owners of
the plantations where we stopped were seldom or never
seen, but the overseers always. All the parties that? met
each other seemed to be personally acquainted, and so
free and easy were the " down-trodden" negroes that I
have frequently Been them go up to the captain of the
boat or to tho overseer and ask Igm for a bit of tobaooo
or a cigar. As in the works of Nature in this Southern
land there is a free luxuriance, so aixong the people is
there a freedom of intercourse which gives the lie to
nearly all the assertions of the political fanatics e£ the
North.

. v ,And now for a "disjointed chat" about St. Stpphen p,
which is decidedly, to my mind, one of the most interest¬
ing places in Alabama, because not only of its history
and its patriarch, but ou account of the model plantation
with which and with whose proprietor I have become ac¬
quainted. But Imust particularize. The modern town
of St. Stephen's eonsists only of a picturesque bluft over¬

looking the Tombigbee, a post oflioe and-land office hidden
in the piney woods some two or three milee from ihc
river, foar or fi*e rude cabins within a rifle shot of each
other, also in the woods, and one large plantation, ex¬

tending from the river north of the blu5 mentioned iethe
public offices. The ancient town of St. Stephen's, as it
might be called, however, and which stood upon the bluff,
was a very different affair; for, about fifty years ago, it
was the largest town and principal post in the Alabama
valley, as well as the centre of an extensive Iudran coun¬
try. It numbered several thousand inhabitants, wan pro-
tectcd-by a Spanish fortress, under Which was a natural
cave which is still worth visiting. It transacted quite a

large commercial busincBJ, and contained a th&atre, a
bank, aud an academy. All the better buildings in the
town were of stone, ahd, it is said, altogether presented
a handsome appearance. But nnturc and fortune were

against tho place, and more rapidly than it arose did it
degenerate iuto a hamlet of no importance, when the few
remaining inhabitants posted off almost in a body to Mo¬
bile; and it is a singular circumstance that some two
hundred of the most picturesque edifices now to be found
in that city once towered in beauty on the blull of St.
Stephen's.

4 , ,But the glory of this old town is forever departed, and
the Georgia Cracker spake truly when he said of it that
it reminded him cf what he had read in the Bible.Bably
Lion. Rank weeds have taken sole possession of the
abandoned cellars, while here and there mny be seen the
unmarked graves of men whose fortunes were identified
with and who ended their days on this spot. One that I
remember deserves to be mentioned with particular re-
card. Ilis name was J. M. Thompson, and he wa3 the
first man who ever took a cargo of provisions from the
Ohio river to the Alabama valley, and this he accomplish¬
ed by means of a barge of thirty-five tons, propelled by
fifteen oars and manned by as many Kentuckiaua, who
were all "half-horse and half alligator" fellows. They
had an easy time of it floating down the Mississippi, ra¬
ther a dangerous one in coasting the Gulf of Mexico, and
when tlioy camo in sight of the then Spanish fort of Mo¬
bile they hoisted the American flag and passed directly
no the river without even condescending to ask permis¬
sion. It was a daring and high-handed act, and the guns
at the fort were got ready to fire uppn the trespassers,
when the commandant coucluded that the men must be
mad, positively crazy; ao they escnped unharmed. Thomp¬
son mado money by his venture, became a citixcn of St.
Stephen's, but died a few months after bis arrival. The
crew that accompanied him from the Ohio took to evil
ways, and the minority of them were either killed in pri¬
vate fights or executed by the Spanish authorities for
breaking ths law?.

, ,Another man formerly identified with St. Stephen s
wai one McGrew. He led the life of a hunter and mau-

of-all-work, and had a cabin in the pine woods just with¬
out the limits of the town. He hated the Spanish autho¬
rities with his whole heart, and the compliment was re¬

ciprocated. Difficulties were constantly occurring be¬
tween the parties, and his Rob Royish exploits were
freouent and desperate. But the great event ol his life
was*in Bubstance the following: An ox belonging to Mc¬
Grew chanced to wander into the vicinltyof the Spanish
fort, and, being in good condition and having the hunter s
brand upon him, was shot down and ordered to be dress¬
ed for the oommandant'a larder. The hunter was of course
very angry, and scrupled not to express his opinion of
the outrage and its perpetrators. He was then arrested,
imprisoned for a month, and sentenced to be publicly
whinped at the flag-staff within the fort. The unhappy
hour arrived, and he waa on tho spot; but before a lush
was given he bolted suddenly out of the clutches of the
turnkeys, and, running to a wall that was eight feet high,
scrambled, over it, and, though twenty-five guns were
firetl at him, he made his escape. A reward of one hun¬
dred dollars was offered for his body, dead or alive, and
four Spanish soldiers went upon a hunt for the hunter.
They got on his trail; even caught sight of him ; and bis
chances for life were slender enough. H* was without a

weapon, while bis pursuers were well armed; but, %s
fortune would have It, the first soldier who came up to
him waa killed with a pine knot, the second with a stone,
and the third had bis shoulderblade broken with a club,
whereupon the fourth Spaniard suddenly changed his
course of travel, and poor McGrew was at leisure to medi¬
tate upon the loss of his favorite ox.

I come now to speak of the man whom I have desig¬
nated as the Patriarch of St. Stephen's. Of just 6uch a
man was Shakspeare thinking when he wrote:

" His silver hairs
Will purchase him a good opinicn,
Aud buy xoeu's voices to commend hifl deed*.

James Magoffin is as modest a man as he is venerable,
but I trust that he will not censure me for printing his
name in the Intelligencer. Officially speaking, he is the
register of the land office here, and ss tlie St. Stephen's
oJace is the oldest in the Southern States, so is Mr. Ma¬
goffin the oldest land office register. To add that Le
linows every thing about the landed interents of the South
would be superfluous. He was born in Philadelphia and
commercially educated in that city. When nineteen yearsold he was thought to be consumptive, and, having been
told that his only chanoe to prolong life would be to emi¬
grate to Alabama, where the piney woods, an abundance
of milk, and riding might do him good, he took the ad¬
vice, and, though an old man, he is still in the enjoymentof good health. He ctme to the South about fifty years
ago, and from the start he was taken in hand by the au¬
thorities of the General Government. His first appoint¬
ment after the country became ours was that of post¬
master, his seeond that of colleotor of the customs, and
his third that of issuing commissary and sutler ; and, as
h« was a good penman and a map-maker, when the land

office vu established at St. Stephen's in 1800, be was
invited to attend to that business, and tor five years there¬after he was not away from his oflioe, at one time, morethan thirty minutes. He was a member of the Conven¬tion that formed the Constitution of Alabama, and hasalso done something in the way of mercantile pursuitsand laud speculation, and many a oity lot in St. Stephen'sthat may now be bought for a dollar or two has he soldfor a thousand in other days. He has been eonnectedwith the land office of St. Stephen's ever sinoe its esta¬blishment, and the innumerable and massive books thathe has filled with his penmanship would hardly displaytheir neat and business-like pages, I ween, without his
presence. He was neYer married, and has bean as con¬
stant at his post as the old Dutch clock which clicks uponthe mantel-piece of his log-house oflioe and home. He
came to the South with letters from G«n. Jackson, who
was his personal friend; and among his other intimate
friends were such men as the late William R. King. He
was the first man in the South who paid particular at¬
tention to the culture of grapes, and as long ago as 1809he made his hundred gallons of wine. For thirty yearshas he beeu a correspondent of Mr. Longworth, of Cin¬cinnati, who u now making a fortune by a business that
was suggested to him by Mr. Magoffin. Horticulture is
evidently Mr. Magoffin's hobby, and while he boasts ofthe fact that he cultivates forty varieties of grape and
annually makes some four hundred gallons of wine, whichbe distributes among his friends and neighbors with a
most liberal hand, he is at the same time constantly try¬ing experiments and making discoveries in regard to theculture of corn and other valuable grains, lliu life hasboen a useful oue, and it cannot be said of him tlrnt boknows not how to be old. .With prepriety may w« turnfrom 8hakspeare to Armstrong and say of him.

" Though old, be still ret&hM
His manly sense anil energy of lulnd.
Virtuous and wit* ho lit, but not sovsre ;Jlia «uj prsseucs clucks no decent j«y.Him even the dis wlute admire; for he
A graceful looseness when be will puis on,And, laughing, can instruct.^

Cut 1 have obtained from Mr. Magoffin a variety of Jo~cal facts and incidents which cannot but make an inte¬resting paragraph or two; und these Bhall now be tivcburden of my eong.
?he first has reference to an interview that Mr. Ma-goftn had with Tecumseh, the celebrated Shawnee war¬rior, on the bouks of the Alabama. The former had beenarretted while journeying through tbo Creek Nation withGovernment despatches, and it was while domiciliatedwith bis kind protector.who was a medal chief, lived in

a log eabin, and worked twenty negroes.that; Tecumsehmade kis appearance on a friendly visit. As ihe oft-re¬peated question of " Who killed Tecumseh?" kas neverbeen answered, it may be gratifying to behold a physicaland ramtal portrait of the warrior, sketched by a man ofMr. Magoffin's intelligence. lie was fire feet ten incheshigh, brawny and stout, hacVa Roman nose, and an eyethat could not be looked into without emotion. He wasattended by a snite of thirteen warriors, and i» everything that he did oonducted himself like a prince and agentleman. Mr. Magoffin having asked and obtained per¬mission to shake his haud, the Prophet remarked " thathe was glad to see a white man from the father-city, andthat Gen. Washington was a great warrior." lie inquiredas to the stature of Washington,.and on being told -'justabout y&ur height," be drew himself up and took a com¬placent glance at his own person. After asking manyquestion# about the " big men" at Washington, he was in¬vited to take something to eat; and, while daintily esjoy-ing himself.for he was much of an epicure.he turnedto Mr. Magoffin and said : " War people are fond of goodliving, but they don't live right. 1 noticed in Missourithat they eat too much hog ; that is not good. If theywould eat more deer meat they would run faster. If theyeat so xauch.hog they will tura to hog." On being ques¬tioned about the Indian dish of sucfcutash, he remarked«' that he knew all about it, that it came from the north,and that the western Indiaus got it from King Philip."And here is'an aneodote with »two-fold bearing. WkenLt. Col. Richard Sparks was in command of Fort Stodart,in 1S08, Mr. Magoffin was his olerk, and executed all hiswriting. The proclamation with which Sparks fell iatothe muvemeut of Reuben Kemper to invade Florida waswritten by the aforesaid clerk, and the press on which it
was printed was the first that over appeared in what is
now the State of Alabama, and that press was brought toFort Stodart from Knoxville, Teuno-^ee, by a man namedSamuel Miller. Spares was undoubtedly quite willingto act as he did without any urging, but he was unfortu¬nately supported by the then Governor of Louisiana, Mr.Claiborne ; i>nd just before his wrest, and in time for thecourt-martial, he cunningly obtained a letter from Gov¬
ernor Claiborne sanctioning his ooursc in the most expli¬cit manner. This letter was kept seuret until the trial
was nearly ended, when Sparks, who had played many a
game of cards with the presiding officer, but with whomhe had quarrelled, btepped up to that gentleman, and,handing him the Claiborne letter, very coolly remarked
as follows : «' I have all my life been in the habit df fight¬ing savages; 1.have never been, taken by ambush or sur¬
prise ; aud now, General, 1 will thank you to play to thatcard." Sparks was acquitted and Claiborne's integritywas seriously questioned; but I believe his conduct wassubsequently satisfactorily explained.Another local incident obtaiued from Mr. Magoffin wasabout Hal's Lake, a stagnant sheet of water lying be¬
tween the Tombigbee and Alabaun rivers, a short dis¬
tance above their junction. The lake obtained its namefrom a negro who, about thirty years ago, ran away fromhis master, and in an extensive canebrake swamp border¬ing the lake built himself a cabin, and subsequentlyestablished a kind of colony ofrunaway slaves. The spotwas far more desolate than Cowper's "lodge in some wil¬derness," aud almost the only creatures that ever pene¬trated into it, besides the darkies, were tflack bears and
alligators. The business which supported that interest¬
ing clan was that of stealing, which they carried on prin¬cipally in Mobile, which they visited furtively in their
canoes, travelling at night and remaining in ambush byday. In process of time they hatched a foolish conspirar
cy to murder the people of Mobile, but u repentant fellow
exposed the plot, whereupon the officers of justioe ferret¬
ed out the outlaws; a desperate fight took place, many
persons on both sides were killed, and so Hal's Lake re¬
turned to its former state of desolation. The stolen pro¬
perty which was discovered here was of considerable va¬
lue, and among the prisoners taken were black children
who had never seen a white man.
The model plantation to which I have allnded is by no

means what Southerners call an extensive one, but tbe
productiveness aud appendages thereof are preciselysimilar in character to those of all well-conducted plautations in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. Ex¬
clusive of a huge domain of pine lands, the estate contains
eight hundred acres, and lies in a beDd of the Tombigbeeriver. Its negro force consists of one hundred men and
women, with some fifty horses and mules, and its annual
yield is about tW9 hundred and fifty bales of cotton and
six thousand bushels of corn, or perhaps fifteen thousand
dollars. The very comfortable house of the overseer oc
cupies the summit <Jf a bluff which commands a view of
the whole farm, a long reach of the river, both np and
down, while the country on the opposite side of the river
seems to be one vast cypress swawp, without a human
habitation ; while in the immediate vicinity of the house
are the cabins, some twenty-five in number, occupied bythe slaves, -with the barns, cotton gin and press, and
usually a pile beside them of cotton seeds, which, when
rotted, make a profitable manure. The residence of the
planter himself.L. J. Wilson, Esq..is pleasantly situat¬
ed about two miles from the river, in a fragrant pine forest,aud is in every particular an elegant establishment.
At the present time the crops of the plantation have

been gathered and either sold or prepared for market, so
that ploughing is now the chief employment of all bands,both men and women. The toils of the day begin at a
stated hour, an hour and a half or two hours assigned to
dinner, and the plough left in the furrow or the " shovel
and the hoe" thrown aside, long before the factory girlsof Lowell have thought of leaving their loom. As many
as four or Bix times in the day do tbe women who have
young children leave there fieldwhe they may be workingand march up in a line to nurse their children. When
the negroes are at work in one body in a single field, as
is usually the case, tbey present an interesting picture.Dressed as they commonly are in loosely made clothes,
as dark as the soil they till, but frequently rclieted bybits of red in the way of a cravat or turban, they are al¬
ways picturesque; and tbe jibes and jokes, the loud
laughter, and witty remarks which are constantly heard
prov6 that the slaves have quite as happy a time as the
morose looking massa whose business it js jouraef fttl
horseback from one end of the plantation to the other
perpetually. When a young ra?cal has been canght steal¬
ing or will not do his duty, he is brought up to rcceive a
stropping, and that literally; for the much talked-of
«lath" is nothing but a piece of leather, eighteen inches
long and two and a half wide, which is attached to a
wooden handle, and never conld draw blood. But not
more than one in ten of the slaves on this plantation were
ever touched even by this harmless strap. As to the
amount of labor which the faithful servants perform,three of their days would about balance one day of a
Yankee yeoman; and it is a singular fact that, while the
greatest amount of labor is occasionally performed bytbe women, they have a custom of boasting of their supe¬rior dexterity, industry, and strength. When the women
become too old to do field-work, they are employed as
nurses or cooks, and treated with kindness. Rude ere the
cabins which they all inhabit; but, when tbe warmth of
the climate is considered, their hemes, where every hus¬
band is master, are as comfortable as need be. Amongthe negroes of the plantation, every individual man, wo¬
man, and cllld is weekly supplied with the following arti¬
cles : four pounds of bacon, one peck of corn meal, one
pint of molasses, three salted fish, a supply of (Vesh meat
when killed, together with all the vegetables they may

desire ; Mil all this in addition to what each man it p«rmitted to raise on hia own account In the way of plga,poultry, and grain. And it should be borne in mind that
at least one-quarter of the above rations ore a^igued tothe youngest children. The rules of the plantation arc
strict, as ihey should be; and when obeyed there is no
trouble. On the score of roiigiou, the negroeo are not
without its privileges, for there are negro preachers in
abundance, and they have regular Sabbath services. The
people on an isolated plantation are necessarily removedfrom the " stated preaching" of cultivated men ; and here,on these Southern plantations, I have thought, was m
most appropriate Bphere for the Northern missionaryenterprise. Let the people of the North send to thUregion the Bible, with pious missionaries, both of whiohwould be always gladly welcomed, and keep the fanatiosand demsgogu&s at home, and much good might be dona.The oversetr of a plantation is of course the great man
upon it, and so aocustomei to absolute rule that he ia
very apt to conduct himself before strangers in an aa-thoritative manner; and in speaking of every thing onthe farm he uses to excess the pt-rsonal pronoun of the
" first prreon singular." The liouao that he oocupleais quite comfortable, and in the case before us is sup¬plied with a few books, a medicine chest, and a stock of
guns, with which he amusee himself during the gameeeason.

Let us now dired our steps to the planter's residence.It is a large, cottage-shaped bwilding, situated in the
centre of a handsome lawn, besprinkled with fruit treesand clusters of flowers, flanked by comfortable negroquarters and 6paciouB stables, and surrounded with thetall columns of the fine forest. The spirit of genoinehospitality reigns supremo, and every thing that a rea¬sonable guest can deBire is at his cuamand. If refinedpoliteness and high-toned conversation are expectei, theywill be eajoyed to perfection ; if the guest have a weak¬
ness fur the pleasures off the palate, here will ho- find
game in abuudance, capitally cooked, wines of the mostfamous vintages, and, far above all, the famous gunbo.
wuicn, uuer mo chowder oi lankce land and the »ea-
wup of Canada, is made of a score of ingredients: if
booKa oro his bobby, here is a well selected library - if
TrZCVK0n<\CTIn "trike tbe le*s of the Piano with mow
griieo than the accomplished hostess; if aborting is the

I1® had but-lo mount a horse, call for
km rL®d and hi* do«8» and go forth either tokill a de«r, a wiid cat, a wolf,, aa opossum, a coon or

perhaps a bear, merely by way of getting np an appetite
the s'fhT' lf f,1looded horses are to his taste, he will find
the stables well supplied ; if cmithology is his passionhere may he study the habits of the wild tur'iey, (which
are kuled by the hundred,) of the partridge ami quail of
?r?J I??.eUeS ? tt? duck tribe' ot the and ihe

' L ? robin,, (which becomes intoxicatsd by feed¬
ing on the buda of the China tree,) of the tropical para-

qjiette, with its bright green plumage, of the glorious
SairiK ,r?;haDd ®f **. whiPP°c^iH, whose Bong is so

redtilo 2«nuL^f gue?\h*ve.a fon<ir-«ss for creator*, of the
*n?. n ,J?k uc:,8hboriD« lakoa will"supply him with

ff L.Uge a ^atorB and tJl* swamps with rattle-
if^ntVfT' tbenbbon, and the moccasin snakes:

win ftThihilf geology,.the limestone blutf of St. Stephen'swill exhibit to him a curious cave, with its floor oovered

:i E'£sSeIJ\wl,,"e Mb" *m ."p£,T£with petrified sharks teeth and decs-horns, and whole
tei rapins transformed into solid stone* And he who nayhate a relish for curious incidents will be told that upon

Jf'T^ Potation did. a Dutchman, many years^oAtla^ind u
^ t0 W*» Li8 5>ae8B8e across-th^

AlihS.. j
uow ona of the .wealthiest planters in

Alabama; and also that across a neighborinc wilderness

h!^J"ndr®d .lle® in *idth, did a white woman, whohad
been deserted by her husbaud and was pursued br In-

°,DC® traT,el,°n a pony with no companion but her
ad Huant, and that the same person was subsequently

a leader in fashionable life in Washington. And no* do
i "I8'' Stephen's and the Tombigbee river,and that too with almost as much reluctance as wasraa-

mfested by Mr. Wilson's body servant, a tine boy, who,when 1 pretended to be negotiating his purchase, wept
as it his heart would break.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

In Russia the candles used in the mines are mads of

»Sr mV r»th- charcoal du9t- (powdered charcoal,)which is found to increase the intensity of the light.
The first cargo of American flour, under the new law*

from New York
* **^^in th* ahip Maren«°>

Building operations in New York city show a greatfalling otf this year, and lumber is accumulating in great
quantities for waut of a market.
Another ead accident from camphlne is recorded at

Philadelphia. Will people never lake warning from the
experience of the past ?

NoBTti Carolina Railroad..The Greensboro' Patriot
says that Governor Morehead has just contracted for nine
thousand tons of iron.enough, it is supposed, to com¬
plete tho laying of the whole work. The price is $42 60
per ton.

r

Applis..The crop of apples in New England this
year, as it has been in every seven years since the Bald¬
win came into gineral cultivation, is too large for the
demand, and the price has been drooping until they are
now dull in this vicinity an l Boston at $1.25 a $1.50 per
barrel, and may be had, delivered at tho railroad depots
thirty or forty miles from Boston, at 35 to 40 cents a
bushel..Neicburyport (Matt.) Iltrald.

In this city Baldwin apples ere eelling at $2.50 a barrel.
A Dinnrr at Havana..On the 8th instant the Captain-

General of Cuba gavo a complimentary dinner to Mr.
»y heeler, the American Minister to Nicaragua, who ar¬
rived there a few days previous in the United States
steamship Piinceton, Captain Engle. Among the invited
guests were Mr. Fabene, late United States Consul at U
Grey town, Capt. Engle, and Col. Robertson, our Consul
at Havana. The Cap tain-General presided cm th* occa-
sion. lbc Princeton, with Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Fabens
on board, sailed from Havana for Pensacola en the 9th . / I
Keep your Bottles Fcll..People ore frequently found #

(lead with an empty bottle beside them, which proves the
danger of an empty and the necessity for a full one.. I M
1 hiH ia the advice of tbe Boston Pout; but what is ft V
poor fellow of "small means0 to do when the law pre-
vents him from buying less than a pint at a time ? &
An Antediluvian Monstsr..In Marion county, I1I1-IJ|

nois, a short time since, somo men who were digging a *

deep pit found at a depth of six feet from the surface (¦*
the partially decayed skeleton of some wondrous beast 1}
who had walked tho earth with mighty strides long before
the advent of the human race. Among the remains wm *¦''
a horn, nine feet in length, and quite smooth, with thf I,;,
exception of about three feet of tho butt end,-which waI &
surrounded with ridges similar to those on a sheep. Thi f:
horn was two feet in circumference at the largest paH $.
A tooth was found which was five feet in length and twim'
incheB in diiiraetcr, having the appearance of a first jal f»
tooth. A piece of bone eleven feet in length was alsi *

found, which was thought to havo been a portion of the Jail
We have recently seen reports of the discovery of the J*
mains of like monsters in some part of Virginia, am
could only account for them by supposing that Mr. Haiti-
num or eome of his agents had been there.
A British " Infernal Machini.".Some apparatns j

being constructed at Messrs. Armstrong & Co.'a, th> ps
tentees of the hydraulic crane, at their extensiveim
works on the Tyne, (Uogland,) for the purpose of tfoijm
ing to fragments the vessels now sunk at the m<

"

tho harbor of Sebastopol. This apparatus is cox
of cylinders twenty five in number, and each con
three concentric water tight cylinders placed one
the other. The innermost cylinder will be filled
gunpowder, the spaco betweeu that and the m
hUstiug powder, and the outer one will be vac
galvanio wire will be inserted in the innermost
will be placcd in communication with a battery
face. The effect of the explosion is stated
giou9. An experiment is to be tried upon a su.
before these cylinders are shipped for the Criv<
is earned as next week. The largest cylinders wi
tons, aud when charged four tons.
Tkadixo Orr a Wifb..Franklin Butterfield, «'

Falls, (N. H.) wai arrested recently on a charge a1 1
two wives, lio has been to California, and says Xe i

tbe impresiion that his "old wife" was dead, aid
again. Neither the justice, sheriff, or the " old wire " sestd
inclined to believe the story, but Butterfield was set at lilr-
ty pn his giving the "old wife" a deed for ab<ut tour ln-
drod dollars worth of real estate in De>iter, Maiie.
Fxhacqm Xroubujs in Cincinnati Tie Cincl^ti

Commercial of Thursday #ays:
"The financial storm still C6Qtinoos with matted

vigor, and banks and money dealers are falling befwfhe
blast with fearful frequency. Another if our btong
houses, the Mechanics' and Traders', closed its door/his
morning. This is a branch of the State Baak of Jio,
and, inaemnch as the stockholders are made ttabr as
weli as the other branches, for its notes, they h*inot
depreciated in value, and pass as current as usual, fhis
institution was connected in some business transrtons
with J. H. James, of Urbana, whose failure wu t(5ced
on Monday, and he was also one of its Rtaekhiers,
but, we understand, to a large amount. He owl the
bank some $14,000, for which it holds his atook aa tfi-itj.
" In money matters a str\nge state ot tbingtfist:

parties who have funds are at a loss to know whao do
with them. A general fear prevails among the*.SB
that all tbe banks may break, and, being afraid *nake
depositee, private parties deemed solvent find lit' difi-
culty in obtaining loans, and there is a veiy strg dis¬
position manifested just now to make investment this
way."


